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A SHAME UPON YOUNG MEN

A correspondent sends me a newspaper cutting showing that
recently in Hyderabad, Sindh, the demand for bridegrooms has
been increasing at an alarming rate, an employee of the Impe-
rial Telegraph Engineering Service having exacted Rs. 20,000
as cash dowry during betrothal, and promises of heavy pay-
ments on the wedding day and on special occasions thereafter.
Any young man who makes dowry a condition of marriage dis-
credits his education and his country and dishonours woman-
hood. There are many youth movements in the country. I wish
that these movements would deal with questions of this charac-
ter. Such associations often become self-adulation societies,
instead of becoming, as they should be, bodies representing solid
reform from within. Good as the work of these bodies is at times
in helping public movements, it should be remembered that the
youth of the country have their reward in the public apprecia-
tion they get. Such work, if it is not backed by internal reform,
is likely to demoralize the youth by creating in them a sense of
unwarranted self-satisfaction. A strong public opinion should
be created in condemnation of the degrading practice of dowry
and young men who soil their fingers with such ill-gotten gold
should be excommunicated from society. Parents of girls should
cease to be dazzled by English degrees and should not hesitate
to travel outside their little castes and provinces to secure true,
gallant young men for their daughters.
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